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According to the Mississippi Agricuitural Statistics Service, there were 4.1 days snitable for fickdwork for the
week ending Aprit 7, 1996, The main farming activities for the week included planting corn, rice and sorghum,
Cotton producers were preparing land for planting on their best drained soils, However, cool, wet conditions
continue to delay planting progress. Pastures are beginning to green up. Soil moisture conditions were rated 3
percent short, 71 percent adequate and Z6 percent surplus,

Progress In Percentages Conditions in Percentages
This | Last 5-¥y {| Very .
5 llen
ltem Event WeekiWeek 1935 Avg || Poor Poor| Fair 1Good] Excsllent
Pianted 47 38 60 a2
G g GB8 22 1
Corn Emerged 23 14 27 22
Rice Planted i 0 |21 10
Sorghum Planted & 1 14 13
Jointing 76 74 | 91 82 |
G 1
VWheat Heading 2 I EEREE § 58 |3
Watermelons Planied 27 13 22 27 19 38 34 3 8]
Cattle 5 13 39 a3 10
Pasture g 29 37 21 4

County Agent Comments

"Cotton producers prepared land on their best drained soils last week. Wheat is beginping to joint. Paswures have
shown improvement, also. No corn planting vet.”

— Dalton G. Gamer, Prentiss County

“Rain continues 1o delay corn planting and land preparation. Corn that has emerged looks fairly good. Rysgrass
pastures are in good comdition.”

— Otis 1. Davis, Madison County

“We ars basically out of hay. Fieldwork is progressing nicely i many areas. Wheat farmers have expressed
concern aver this past weekend’s weather,”

— Charles Fius, Chickasaw County

“Farmers were busy planting cor and geiting cotton ground ready when the rain started, We need warm weather
to make everything grow.”

— Windell C. Carter, Teffersan County

“Must dairy producers have completed planting corn for silage. Probably 16% of the Iate February corn plantings
must be replanted. Tap dressing of ryegrass pastures is complete.”

- Williame Lamar Adams, Walthall County

“Lighter soils were dry enough to work by Thursday. Heavy soils need several more days of sunshine. Pastures
are greening up and winter pastures are finally growing well. We have found watermelon plants that appear to
have watermelon fruit Blotch. The disease appeared on some privately grown plants that were for the grower's
peorsonal use.”

— Victor Lee, Newton County
“Completion of corn planting is continuing to mun behind schedule due to wet fields. Cool temperatures are
‘causing seed germination problems for watermelon and other garden vegetables.”

- Roger D. Jones, Perry County
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Weather Summary From April 1, 1996 to April 7, 1998 For Mississippi

Air Temperature Precipitation # Inch Soil Ave
e A o e Temperaturs
District/Station el Py ey Pan
. ) i } : b . v
Max . Min | Ave |Nerm | DFN Week DFN Days |Weeks. Max | Min | Ave |Evap
1. Upper Delta
Ciarksdale T 35 5% 9 8 0.6 067 3 3.32 62 48 53 0.2%
Cleveland 74 32 45 Q.22 2 312
Tunica 72 27 47 58 -1 0.08 -1.14 1 0.82 B4 b1 56 018
Extrema/Averags 74 27 49 58 -8 018 -0.84 2 2.38 64 456 86 0.18
2. Nerth-Central
Hoily Springs 78 2% Lacy 58 -7 0G4 113 2 4.45 &8 47 52 018
Mermphis 73 35 &2 85 -7 oIt -1.12 1 3.57
Owford 77 28 B1 57 -5 0.t8 -1.08 1 4.27
ExtramelAverage 77 28 50 57 -7 031 110 1 4.1C 86 A2 52 018
3. Nerthesst
Bconeville 78 31 51 58 =7 0.IG -1.830 1 4,88
Corinth 7a 3z &2 31 -6 0.00 -1.48 Q 3.16
huka 7G 24 48 .11 2 4.29
Pontotoe 78 28 52 58 -8 007 -1.18 1 3,27 e7 48 86 0.2%
Tupeln 78 20 53¢ 59 -7 0,00 -1.258 a 3.E8
Verona 78 30 53 £5.03 1 2.30 311 45 B4 0.18
Extreme/Average 78 24 51 533 -7 Q.08 -1.29 1 3.59 68 46 5% 0,20
4. Lower Dalta
Belzoni 78 30 52 80 -8 0.16 -0.78 1 2.38 74 B0 a1
Gresawood 77 32 &6 80 -8  G.0B -1.02 i 2.42
Aolling Fork 78 1 B 0.31 -C.79 1 3.40 73 45 62 0.18
Stonsvilly
Yazoa City 77 21 B4 52 -8 029 -0.88 2 320
Extrame/Average 78 30 &3 g1 -8  0.20 -0.86 H 2.84 F4 48 62 0,15
E. Central
Carthage 77 1 513 [s]e] -4 0.3%3 -0.80 3 518
Jackson 78 33 55 &2 -7 000 -1.27 Q 4.58
Winona 78 Z8 50 &7 <7 01T -0.88 1 2,68
Extreme/Averags T 28 53 59 -8 017 -1.04 1 4.14
&, EBast-Central
Brovksville 80 38 67 0.24 -1.20 1 3.80
Columbus 78 35 44 Q.00 Q 3.81
State University 8z 30 B4 80 -8 002 -1.48 1 3.67 a7 48 57
Extreme/Averags 82 30 52 []e] -8 0.08 -1.39 ! 3.68 87 4% BY
7. Seuthwsst
Crystal Springs ag 53:1
Natchez 8¢ 32 85 64 -8 0.60 -0.6% 1 4.07
Qakley 73 31 51 .42 072 1 5.05 71 48 57
Vicksburg 77 23 83 Q.27 3 4.85
Extreme/Average a0 31 53 84 -1 G643 -0.78 1 4,66 71 46 57
2. South-Central
Caturmbia 75 35 57 84 -4 1,09 -B.B2 1 5.41
MeComb 82 34 57 82 -5 000 -1.31 O 2.64
Exyreme/Avarage h:3e4 34 57 83 -6 G.BE -0.91 1 4.03
8. Southeast
Heaumont .66 1 7.06
Hattiesbury 78 24 58 g3 -4 241 +0.82 1 8.42
Laurel
Meridian 78 3z 56 81 -8 0.07 -1.28 1 3.88
MNewton 77 31 &b 61 & Q.23 -1.15 1 4,38 87 44 56 0.12
ExtremelAverage 78 31 &6 61 -6 .84 -0.58 1 5.83 67 4 56 0.12
13, Coastal
Hay 5t. Louis 7Y 37 80 2.13 2 11.47
Biloxi
Gulfpert 28 59 65 -8 1.8% +0.73 2 10.¢1
Pascagouta 33 £8 86 -7 1.40 +0.18 1 8.83
Foplarville 35 £8 64 -6 1.82 +0.38 2 6.88 78 53 83 018
3 2

Abbreviations: DFN = Depatture from Normat
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